Highland Environment Forum
newsletter 15 November 2022
Dear Highland Environment Forum members,
Congratulations to all at the Aberdeen University Lighthouse Field Station Team for a highly commended 'Green Gown Award for: Navigating marine species protection in the era of renewable energy. The category winner - also from Aberdeen Uni was for The Cool Farm Crop Tool.
I haven't had a chance to look yet, but this seems to be an interesting documentary from BBC Scotland Can We Still Save the Planet? - with thanks to Highlands Rewilding news for alerting me to it . . .
Scottish Government consultations and policy
· Revised draft National Planning Framework 4 published and  statements from Scottish Wildlife Trust and John Muir Trust 

· Building a Plant Biodiversity Strategy for Scotland. Closes 27 Nov
· Public Consultation for Caithness and Sutherland Peatlands. Closes 29 Nov
· Stakeholder consultation on the selection criteria and approach to National Parks in Scotland. Closes 30 Nov
News
· Corncrake number declines continue - Only 824 calling males recorded in 2022
· Delegates gather in Thurso to celebrate a decade of peatland research in the Flow Country
· Who Benefits From Marine Ecosystems? Major Funding for PML-Led ‘Economics Of Biodiversity’ Project (Moray Firth Coastal Partnership is a project partner)
Research
· Historical occurrence of whales in Scottish Waters inferred from whaling records
· More than a whistle: Automated detection of marine sound sources with a convolutional neural network 

· Quantitative and qualitative assessment of pine seedlings under controlled undergrowth disturbance: Fire and soil scarification
Report
· RSPB 2021 Bird Crime report 

· Could creating more mud become as important as tree planting in the fight against climate change? The Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust 'Wetlands for Carbon Storage Route Map'
Blogs
· Wester Ross Fisheries Trust, Discovery Day opens window to diversity of habitats and wild fish within the Wester Ross Marine Protected Area
· John Muir Trust, Communities, conservation and change in Scotland’s wild places 

· Scotland's Nature, The Business of Scotland’s Natural Larder, Ceri Ritchie, Head of Food and Enterprise at SAC Consulting,
Vote on
· Riverwoods ‘Investment Readiness’ Pioneers proposals The aim of this project is that it leads to public/philanthropic funding support for the development of two demonstrator projects.
Funding
· BRISC (Biological Recording in Scotland) bursaries, To help to support attending natural history training courses. Closing date 31 Jan 2023
· Roger Bamber Research Grant for marine studies, promotion and education. Grants up to £1,000. Closing date 31 January
· 2050 Climate Fund. For ages 18 - 35. Closes 1 Dec 

· Smarter Choices, Smarter Places, Paths for All active and sustainable travel funding. The guidance in the link also highlights their other funding streams.
Volunteer
· Scottish Rural Action Trustees. Closing date 28 Nov 

· Scottish Wildlife Trust Young Leaders (20 - 32 yrs). Closing date 30 Nov 

· Goldeneye nest box surveyor, Cairngorms National Park
Jobs 

· NatureScot, Wetland Ecology Adviser. Closing date 23 Nov 

· RSPB, Community Project Manager, Contract to March 2024. Closing date 24 Nov 

· Àban Business Manager (Graduate).. Àban 'runs Scotland's only independent DofE Open Award group, an outdoor club for Young Carers and an innovative Adventurous Learning programme in local schools'. Closing date 25  Nov 

· Green Health Partnership Development Officer. Contract to Sept 2023. Closing date 27 Nov
· NatureScot, Marine Sustainability Adviser.  Closing date 28 Nov 

· RSPB, Senior Site Manager - Forsinard Flows Reserve. Closing date 1 Dec 

· National Trust for Scotland, Corrieshalloch Gorge Ranger. Closing date 2 Dec
· Scottish Communities Climate Action Network (SCCAN) CIC
Interim Operations Manager. Closing date 1 Dec
· RSPB, Warden, Sunart Reserves Glenborrodale. Closing date 17 Dec
Events
November
· 16 Nov @ 16.00 - 17.00 Stories Round the Fire: Winter. For children 3 - 8 years old. Contact High Life Highland Countryside Ranger Saranne Bish for more information saranne.bish@highlifehighland.com 07818 588 222 

· 16 Nov @ 10.30am – 12.30 Wester Ross Green Volunteers– Ullapool Hill Path Clearance, Ullapool Join High Life ranger Jenny Grant to maintain the hill path so we can continue to use it this winter.  Suitable for adults only. Find out more and book: jenny.grant@highlifehighland.com 

· 16 Nov @ 18.00 - 19.00 Environmental Research Institute, Thurso - in-person and online - Peatland Research showcase and ask an expert  

· 16 Nov @ 19.00 - 20.30 Skulls & Bones webinar with Dan Puplett
· 16 Nov @ 19.00  Inverness Field Club, Our Changing Climate: How did we get here and what MUST we do?'Professor Brice Rea from the School of Geosciences at Aberdeen University. Meet in Craigmonie Hotel, Annfield Road, Inverness, when 

· 17 Nov @ 10.00 - 13.30 Black Isle Brewery, gardening course: Laying the ground for next year: how to make no-dig beds,  compost; pruning and cropping plans. 

· 17 Nov @ 19.30, Should we still be Burning Assynt? Ian Evans (Assynt Field Club). Lochinver Village Hall and online. Email assyntwildlife@gmail.com for zoom link. 

· 18 Nov @ 10.00 - 15.00 Using Nature as a Resource to Support Mental Health In-person training with Moray OWL group and N4H at Loch of Blairs, near Forres 

· 23 Nov @ 19.30 in Nairn Community Centre Highland Bats, Katy Martin 

· 23  Nov @ 11.00 - 12.00 A Short Walk into Nature – Strontian. For more information and to book contact: eilidh-ann.phillips@highlifehighland.com
· 23 Nov @ 14.00 - 15.30, Community Land Scotland: 
Meet The Pioneers: Landscape Scale Ecological Restoration 

· 24 Nov @ 19.00 - 20.00 High Life Highland online, Woodland Mammals, Past, Present and Future 

· 24 Nov @ 11.00 - 12.00,  Lily Loch Walk, Muir of Ord. For more information and to book, contact marcia.rae2@highlifehighland.com
· 24 Nov @ 19.00 - 20.00 Woodland Mammals, Past, Present and Future, Marcia Rae, High Life Highland Ranger 

· 25 Nov @ 11.00 - 15.00 Badenoch & Strathspey, Healthy Minds Group. For more information and to book contact:  saranne.bish@highlifehighland.com 07818 588 222 

· 29 Nov @ 18.00 - 20.00 Environmental Rights Centre for Scotland: What we do and why we do it.
· 29 Nov @ 19.00  - 20.00 Trees and carbon credits on your farm. Hear and discuss what the Woodland Carbon Code is, how it works, and what is eligible. 

December
· 1 Dec @ 18.30 - 20.00 Moray Firth Coastal Partnership online AGM and guest speakers 

· 1 Dec @ 19.30 Lochaber Environmental Group AGM. Venue TBC 

· 6 Dec @ 10.00 - 11.00 Protecting our Trees and Forests at a time of challenging diseases Highland Environment Forum online event from Scottish Forestry Tree Health Team 

· 6 Dec @ 18.00 - 19.00 Integrating Trees Network: Tea and Trees with Crofters: A chance to chat about planting trees on your croft - come and share your experiences and put your questions to specialists from Scottish Forestry and The Woodland Trust, Croft Woodland Project. 
· 7 Dec @ 11.00 - 12.00, A Short Walk into Nature – Strontian. For more information and to book contact: eilidh-ann.phillips@highlifehighland.com 

· 9 Dec @ 11.00 - 15.00, Badenoch & Strathspey Healthy Minds Group
For more information and to book contact saranne.bish@highlifehighland.com 07818 588 222 

· 14 Dec @ 16.00 - 17.00 Badenoch & Strathspey: Stories Round the Fire: Stickman. For more information and to book, contact:  saranne.bish@highlifehighland.com 07818 588 222

· 14 Dec @ 19.30, Nairn Naturalists Trust, Wildlife Tracks and Signs with Dan Puplett, Nairn Community Centre 

· 15 Dec @ 18.30 - 19.30 Boreal Pinewoods, Saranne Bish, High Life Highland Ranger 

· 15 Dec @ 19.30, Otters: Ecology and Conservation, Dr. Paul Yoxon (International Otter Survival Fund). Lochinver Village Hall and online.  Email assyntwildlife@gmail.com for zoom link.

January
· 12 Jan @19.00 - 20.00 The Wildlife of Assynt's Woodlands, Andy Summers, High Life Highland Ranger 

· 25 Jan @ 19.00 - 20.30 Winter Tree ID webinar  with Dan Puplett
· 25 Jan @ 19.30 Nairn Naturalists Trust, Dragonflies of the Highlands with Jonathon Willet, Nairn Community Centre

With regards,
Caroline.
Caroline Vawdrey  (1.5 days per week)  T. 01381 600243
The Forum is funded by Highland Council and Scottish Forestry, and supported by NatureScot and was established to provide an arena for discussion, networking and action on environmental subjects. 

To do this the Forum works to:
· Foster and coordinate activity on environmental matters
· Take forward relevant actions identified in the Highland Outcome Improvement Plan and be a valuable source of practical advice
· Identify, and respond to, emerging environmental agendas
· Provide a link between local groups and national strategies, action plans and reporting
· Raise awareness and promote good practice on environmental issues
We hold two full Forum meetings a year,  and facilitate field meetings and discussion groups.
www.highlandenvironmentforum.info
www.facebook.com/highlandenvironmentforum
twitter.com/HiEnvironment
www.instagram.com/highlandenvironmentforum
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